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Foreword 


In the Old Testament account of the tabernacle structure 
and service, God has placed some of His most precious and 
profound truths concerning Christ. During the years, it has 
been my privilege in class room and by radio to bring some 
of those truths in simple form to hearts hungry to know 
Him. In this ministry it has pleased the Lord to confirm 
His Word “with signs following.” Mark 16:20. And now 
I send these printed lessons forth in the confidence that He 
would have it so, dedicating them to the One of whom they 
are written, to be used in whatsoever way He wills. 


Iris Iketer McCorp. 
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The Tabernacle Proper, in Cross-Section 


The Tabernacle, 


Showing Outer Court 


 Aaidliliatiree ye 5 
calor ty . ue 


Introductory 


“Had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed Me: for 
he wrote of Me. But if ye believe not his writings, how 
shall ye believe My words?” John 5:46,47. 
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AI “To purpose of God in giving us the written Word is 
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three-fold: (1) to reveal Himself, (2) to reveal_man’s. 


condition apart from God, (3) to_reveal the means. by... 


which man may be reconciled to God. The subject of.the \s 


=Bible is: God, man, redgmption ; and these three are embodied 
in the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is God 
and yet became man (perfectly human as well as perfectly di- 
vine), in order that we might have redemption through His 


blood. Paul says in II Cor. 5:21, “He (God) hath made 


Him (Christ) who knew no sin, to be sin for us; that we 


might be made the righteousness of God in Him”; and Peter 


the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God.” 


What we learn in the Bible concerning God, then, we are 
/really learning about the person of Christ (for He is God); 


( puts it thus, ] Pet.3:18, “Christ _also hath suffered for sins, 


| when we learn of man’s condition apart from God, we are 


learning man’s need of Christ (“for all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God”); and what we learn of re- 
\ demption concerns the work of Christ as the Redeemer of 
mankind. 
Christ is indeed the subject of all Scripture, and to reveal 


Him is the theme of every portion of the written Word. But 


nowhere are His person and work so beautifully and per- 
fectly unfolded in type as they are in the Old Testament 
account of the tabernacle structure and ceremonies. How- 
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ever, we find here merely “te cxusblags ea 
heavenly things” (Heb. 8:5), and it is only in the light of 


the whole Bible and by the special ministry of the Divine ‘ 
Teacher that we shall be enabled to comprehend the truth a 


stored in them for us. May our risen Lord, who drew near 


to those two disciples on the road to Emmaus, and “begin- : ; 


ning at Moses . . expounded to them in all the Scripture 
the qiiges Rinearain gt Eneae | also draw near and talk with 


us as we study together that very same portion of God’s 

written Word! And may it be true of us as of them uke 
_24:31,82) that our hearts will burn within us, that our eyes. 

will d tha im! 
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THE TABERNACLE 


is GOD APPOINTED 
STRUCTURE AND SERVICE 


' LESSON I 
GOD’S FIRST DWELLING PLACE AMONG MEN 


“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works.” II Tim. 3:16. 


N EVERY hand today, men are attempting to cut por-_ 
() tions from God’s Holy “Word and to present to the 
public a mutilated or so-called Shorter Bible. We who 
believe in the plenary inspiration of Scripture see Satan’s own 


subtlety behind such human presumption. And yet may we 


not in private be committing virtually the same sin through 
neglect? For instance, the bare enumeration of materials, 


~quantities and dimensions relating to the tabernacle structure 


} 


may be regarded by the casual reader (even by the casual 
Christian reader) uninteresting and unimportant, until we con- 
sider that the Holy Spirit has borne record that all Scripture 
is God-breathed and is profitable to the man of God. 


Irs SIGNIFICANCE ae oF oo 


But lest we should still negitct this Riedton of God's Word, 


the Divine Author has further emphasized its significance in 


three ways: 


1. By Length of Treatment 
~ Only two consecutive chapters in our Bible are given to the 


account of God’s great work in creation, while forty-three 


11 


A 


F? 


be 
+ 


sgt 


12 The Tabernacle 


chapters (Ex. 25-40 and all of Leviticus) are given to the 
tabernacle and its ceremonies. This is no mere chance. The 
mind of God determined the relative space of treatment. 


2. By Repetition 


Ex. 25-28 is detailed instruction from God as to how the 


* tabernacle should be built. As far as actual information is 
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concerned, it would have suffiged to close with one statement Cau a 
that it was made just _as the Lord commanded Moses. But, ‘ 


instead, Ex. 35-40 is wholly given to an accurate account of 
retin OAL, 


ee er es 


how it was built. ‘Verse after verse of the two passages are 


vy? 


practi¢ally ‘identical except that the tense is changed. In the 1 
former we find, “Thou shalt make it’’; in the latter, “He made 
, 


» it.” Then in Ex. 39 and 40, it is iat: not once merely, but — 


seventeen times, that it was made “as the Lord commanded 


aja 


west’ Moses.” And crowning this detailed and repeated account, 


God says (Ex. 40:34), “the glory of the Lord fill 
tabernacle.” i ‘ GA sew Tea 63/4 of bf 


The length of treatment and the repetition alone should 
cause us to recognize the importance of this subject. But 
God has emphasized its significance still further. 


3. By Many New Testament References to It 

The Epistle to the Hebrews is an invaluable commentary 
upon this portion of Scripture. (And the opposite is also true. 
Hebrews cannot be understood apart from a thorough knowl- 
edge of the tabernacle plan and worship.) Nor are the many 
New Testament references confined to Hebrews. They are in 
the gospels, in Acts, in many of the epistles and in Revelation. 

It behooves us, then, to give special study to a ‘subject so 


stressed by the Holy ane both in the Old and the New 
Testament. 
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Tue Hisroricat Settine 
Let us take a glance at the conditions and events that led 

to the building of the tabernacle. boo. oa 
In Ex. 12:37, the Israelites had been freed from the rule of “ cpa 
Pharaoh. Since that time Moses had been their leader, he in 
turn getting his instruction from God. This was all of grace. 
They were simply to trust God and He would guide and pro- 
vide. But they didn’t trust fully,—often they murmured and 
difficulties arose, so that Moses at his heathen father-in-law’s 
suggestion began to make laws for the people. Ex. 18:20, 24. 
Note how the Israelites themselves by this act were turning 
from God’s grace to man-made Jaw. So in Ex. 19:5, 6, after 
a. had reminded them of their past blessings under grace, 
He proposed to them that He make their laws. If they would 

f obey His voice and keep His covenant, they should be a pecu- 

~ liar treasure unto Him above all people; they should be unto 
them a kingdom of. priests, a holy nation. ‘And little knowing 
‘what such a proposal involved, they agreed (v.8). This was 

the beginning of the theocracy. God was now their king. 
4 Naturally two events followed: 
- 1. A code of laws was made. ~- NT. 5 I ceanay eh in Leo 
J 2. A dwelling place for the king was bear Past tx, end 


P _The _law was given, Ex. 20, and exemplified in specific _/ 
"cases, cases, Ex. 21-24 -24. Now God is a God of absolute justice. The ¢ 
“demands of the law must be perfectly met. But over against 
His justice is His infinite grace. Law and grace ever exist j 
side by side. Yet they never mingle. One never modifies or 
mitigates the other. But grace provides the means of meeting 
the demands of the law. 
This is beautifully and marvelously manifested in Ex. 25:8, 
rere God says, “Let them make me a _Sanctuary ; 7 that af 
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may dwell among them.” Now, He is a holy God, and they 
were sinners. Their sin condemned them. They could not 
approach unto Him. The penalty for presuming to do so 


was certain death. But He would come to them, and dwell 


with them. And His sanctuary would be a tent_of meeting, 


a place where ma d unto God,—where those 


‘afar off might be brought nigh. 


“A Suapow or Goop Tunes to Come.” Heb. 10:1. 

This sanctuary, or tabernacle, was God’s first dwelling 
place among men. He had walked with Adam in the garden, 
He had appeared to Abraham at the tent door, to Moses in 
the burning bush. These manifestations of God are known 
as theophanies. But_now He was to dwell among His re- 


_deemed people. And from the completion of the tabernacle 


until the present time, God has ever had a dwelling place 
on earth. After the tabernacle, the temple was God’s house; 
and when its glory had departed, God came to earth in the 
person of His Son. In John 1:14 we read, “The Word be- 
came flesh and dwelt (or tabernacled) among us (and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father).” Again in Col.2;9 God says of Christ, “In Him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.”” When Jesus 
left this earth, He sent the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, and 


He dwells in the hearts of individual believers today. In 


_II Cor. 6:16 we read, “Ye are the temple of the living God.” 


And so in a collective sense the whole body of believers 
forms the true Church, the temple or habitation of God in 


this age. Jn Eph. 2:21,22 God says, “All the building fitly 


framed together groweth into a holy temple in the Lord: in . 


whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit.” 
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At the close of this age when the dead in Christ and the 
living saints are caught up to be with Him (I Thess. 4:16,17), 
the Holy Spirit will also be withdrawn and a period known 
as the tribulation will follow, after which Christ will come 
in judgment with His saints and then (Rev. 21:2,10,11) the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, will come down from God out of 
heayen having the glory of God, and (v.3) “behold, the tab- 
ernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, 
and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with 
them, and be their God.” 

-As a dwelling place for God among men, the tabernacle 
in the wilderness, then, foreshadows each of these, but in 
this limited study we shall confine our thought chiefly to its 
types of Christ. 


Now the tabernacle was not only a dwelling place for 
God; it was also a tent_of meeting—a means by which sinful 
fman could approach unto a holy God. As such, it marvel- 
ously sets forth the person and work of Christ who is the 
way—the only way to God. Jesus Himself said (John 14:6), 
“T am the way . . . no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me.” 
Tue PatTTEeRN 

In Ex. 24:15,18, Moses at God’s command went up into Pout 
the mount, and six days he waited for God’s voice. On the “tel. 
seventh day God spoke to him out of the cloud. Moses was = 
six days getting the sound of earth out of his ears so that 
he could hear and understand God’s message. Then he was 
forty _days and forty nights getting the pattern. God was 
showing him into the heavenlies, and telling him exactly 
how the pattern of the true should be built. And this is 
the way we must get from God the pattern of these ine 
of ours, His temple. Are we willing that the world shoul 
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be entirely shut out? We may go to Him with our prob- 
lems, our perplexities, but do we not often go with the con- 
tamination of the world upon us? Then we rush back to our 
worldly interests again without waiting for His answer; and 
we wonder why our prayers are not answered. If we would 
commune with God, if we would know the heavenly pattern 
for our lives, the world must be shut out and we must be much 
alone with Him. , 


When Moses came down the mountain after getting the 


i tabernacle pattern, his face shone. Ex. 34:30. He had be- 


held God’s glory; he had seen the true tabernacle in the 
heavenlies. Acts 7:44. And this is the experience of every 
believer who gives God a chance to reveal to him Christ, 
the pattern for his life. God’s glory first fills his heart, then 
his personality, and ultimately his whole life. You say you 
do not have time for this? My dear reader, you do not have 
time not to. There are wrecked lives to serve as warnings 
all about us. There is but one way to live a successful life 


. and that is to live it according to God’s plan. And if we do 


that, as truly, as in the days of old, His glory will fill the 
tabernacle. 


On the mount God told Moses what materials to use (Ex. 


vhs n 25:3-7), “Gold, and silver, and brass, and blue, and purple, 
palin 


4 whew’ 


and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats’ hair, and rams’ skins 
dyed red, and badgers’ skins, and shittim wood, oil for the 
light, spices for anointing oil, and for sweet incense, onyx 
stones, and stones to be set in the ephod, and in the breast- 
plate.” Each of these has a special significance as we shall 
see later. : 

God also told him who should give the materials (v.2),— 
only the children of Israel. Now there were others in the 
camp,—a mixed multitude. But only God’s children were 
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to bring an offering for His house, and of God’s children 
only those who should give willingly and with their hearts. 
And He desires the same kind of giving today. He says 
pe ED, “Every man according as he purposeth in his 
heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for 
God loveth a cheerful giver.” It is estimated that in values 
of that day, the tabernacle must have cost at least $2,000,000. 
And yet this was the only plan God had for raising funds 
for His sanctuary. And it worked, as God’s plans always 
do. The people brought free offerings every morning. Ex. 
86:3. And in vs. 6,7, we read, “Moses gave commandment, 
and they caused it to be proclaimed throughout the camp, 
saying, Let neither man nor woman make any more work 
for the offering of the sanctuary. So the people were re- 
strained from bringing. For the stuff they had was sufficient 
for all the work to make it, and too much.” And when it 
was finished there were no mortgages, no notes to meet, and 
God’s glory filled the tabernacle. What a wonderful lesson 
in church building! What a wonderful testimony, too, to 
Israel’s faith and obedience! Many a time they had mur- 
mured, many a time they had failed God, but here there 
was a liberality that puts many of us to shame. They were 
homeless, without incomes,—with no outlook, humanly speak- 
ing. They had come hundreds of miles and they knew not 
how much farther they had to go, nor what their future needs 
would be. They simply knew God had provided manna 
every morning and quail every evening. And they could 
trust Him for the future and meanwhile contribute generously 
to His work. They gave whatever He desired,—their gold, 
their precious stones, their badgers’ skins. 
The badgers’ skins are of special interest. They were 
used for shoes. Ezek. 16:10. God literally asked these trav- 
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‘ eling people for the shoes off their feet, and they gave will- 
ingly, heartily, until He had to restrain them. Then in 
Deut. 29:5 we read that He made their shoes last forty years. 
And so God ever makes up to His children many fold for 
every gift made to him willingly, with the heart. In Mal. 
3:10 He says, “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now 
herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it.” 

Let us pause now to consider the general plan of the tab- 
ernacle structure. The measurements in the Bible are given 
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in cubits, about 114 feet to the cubit. The tabernacle proper, 
then, was a tent approximately 15 feet wide by 15 feet 
high by 45 feet long. It faced east. This tent was divided 
by a vail into two rooms, the holy place and the most holy, 
30 feet and 15 feet long respectively. In the most holy 
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were the ark of the testimony and the mercy-seat, above 
which God dwelt between the cherubim. In the holy place 
were the altar of incense, the table of shewbread, and the 
candlestick. 

The court surrounding this tabernacle was an open space 
75 feet by 150 feet, enclosed by hangings of fine twined linen. 
These hangings (714 feet high) were supported by 60 brass 
pillars, having hooks and fillets of silver. The gate of the 
court, in the center of the east side, was thirty feet wide, 
and wrought with needlework of blue, purple, scarlet, and 
fine twined linen. In the court just within the gate was the 
brazen altar and beyond it the laver. 

God begins the tabernacle account with the ark (Ex. 
25:10), then the mercy seat (v.17), following with the table, 
the candlestick, etc., until He describes the gate (Ex. 27:16). 
His order is that of God’s approach to man. We see its 
antitype in Christ’s coming from glory to earth. But we 
shall take the order of man’s approach to God, Christ hav- 
ing gone before to make a perfect way for us. 

We shall see as we proceed that not only does the taber- 
nacle as a whole typify the person and work of Christ, but 
each article of furniture, including the details of their con- 
struction and arrangement, sets forth some aspect of His 
character and ministry. 

In the gate we shall see Christ the Door; at the brazen 
altar, the Cross of Christ; at the laver, Christ, whose Blood 
cleanseth us from all sin; at the candlestick, Christ the 
Light of the World; at the table of shewbread, Christ the 
Bread of Life; at the altar of incense, Christ our Interces- 
sor; at the mercy seat, Christ our Propitiation. In Aaron 
also we shall see Christ, our High Priest; and in the offer- 
ings, Christ the Lamb of God, our Substitute. 


The furniture of the tabernacle was arranged in the form 
of a cross. It is as if the cross of Calvary, standing at 
beginning of the New Testament, casts its shadow backws 
through the rent vail, until it lies plain to view and can 
clearly traced across these pages of Exodus and Lev 
as indeed it can be traced across every part of the Old Tes 


tament. 


LESSON II 
VIEWED FROM THE OUTSIDE 


“At that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenant 
-of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 
but now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are 
made nigh by the blood of Christ.” Eph. 2:12,138. 


W ET us take the position of one who has never entered 
L, in with his sacrifice. That position is afar off, for 

the person on the outside is afar off from God, no dif- 
ference what kind of life he lives. He may think he is as 
good as the person who has entered in. This was the atti- 
tude of Job when he said (27:6), ‘““My righteousness I hold 
fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not reproach me 
so long as I live.” 


Tue Hanainas 

But let him step up close to the white hangings of the 
court, which speak of Christ’s righteousness. When his “filthy 
rags” (Isa. 64:6) are brought alongside Christ’s perfection, 
he must exclaim, as Job did later (42:5,6), “I have heard 
of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now my eye seeth 
Thee. Wherefore I abhor myself.” Men do not have to be 
inside to recognize Christ’s righteousness. Pilate testified 
to that, but it did not save him. The same is true of men 
today. Some are drawn toward Him by His perfection, His 
good example; but that does not save. It only reveals man’s 
imperfection. Then the brass pillars about the court speak 
of judgment. As some come closer to Him because they ad- 
mire His moral perfection, typified in the white hangings of 
the court, others come because they fear the judgment. And 
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when men draw near for either of these reasons, there is 
always the message of redemption typified in the silver hooks 
and fillets. But let me make it clear, simply knowing re- 
demption truth does not save. 

Now, drawn thus far, the man on the outside would like 
to see inside, but the hangings are too high. He cannot see 
over. Men who have entered in may tell him, but he can- 
not understand. God tells us the reason for this in I Cor. 
2:14, “The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God: for they are foolishness to him: neither can he know 
them, for they are spiritually discerned.” We cannot know 
the meaning of salvation until we are saved through our own 
personal faith. 


Tue Gate 


Then the man on the outside, almost persuaded to enter, 
steps up to the gate. But the gate is on the east, facing the 
light, and he says to himself, “There must be some other 
way. This is too public.” So he walks around and around 
the court, viewing it from every side, and trying to find some 
other way to God. He tries different cults, different “isms.” 
Some spend a restless and unhappy lifetime at this—‘seek- 
ing the light” as they say. But what they are really doing 
is trying to escape the One who is the true Light of the 
World. Oh, if they only would believe God! There is only 
one door. Christ says (John 10:9), “I am the door: by Me 
if any man enter in, he shall be saved.” And in Acts 4:12, 
“There is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.” 

When the person outside believes this, he is back again 
facing the gate. Here he is again confronted by tlie white 
linen, typifying Christ’s righteousness. He can accept that; 
but there are also in the gate, blue, purple, and scarlet. The 
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blue indicates His heavenly character; He is God. The 
purple represents royalty; He is the promised Messiah. The 
scarlet speaks of His sacrificial work in the atonement; and 
this latter keeps many men out. Paul says, I Cor. 1:28, 
“Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto 
the Greeks foolishness.” And yet (Heb. 9:22) “without 
shedding of blood is no remission.” So the gate which is 
ready to admit the sinner, also shuts him out until he is will- 
ing to accept Christ not only as a perfect man, but as God, 
the one promised throughout the Old Testament, his personal 
Savior,—until he is willing to accept Him fully, in every 
phase of His character and work as revealed in God’s Word. 
(I do not mean that a person must know all about Christ 
in order to be saved. When we simply believe in Him as 
our true and only way to God, we are saved; but when we 
really do this we shall have the willingness to accept unre- 
servedly whatever else the Bible teaches concerning Him.) 
If any of my readers have not entered the one gate thus 
accepting Christ, I beg of you to do so now. It is a wide 
gate,—as wide as God’s love. “Whosoever will may come.” 
And it is only one step from the outside to the inside. Sal- 
vation is the work of a moment, but it lasts for eternity. 
Simply enter in; that is, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and that moment you are saved. Nothing you have ever done, 
nothing else you ever will do, can approach in importance 
this one act, and it is the one thing you must do to inherit 
eternal life. There is no other way to God. 
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LESSON Hit 
PRIESTS UNTO GOD 


“Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins 
in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for- 
ever and ever. Amen.” Rev. 1:5,6. 


A Prcuviar PEOPLE 


née. N THE day of the tabernacle, there were’ three classes 
= ‘ne | in Israel,—the high priest, the priests, and the congre- 
gation or common people. But it is not so today. When 
Jesus Christ, our High Priest, entered within the veil in 
the heavenlies, presenting before God His own blood as a 
propitiation for our sins, He entirely satisfied a holy and 
just God, and there is no more sacrifice for sins forever. 
“The veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top 
to the bottom.” (Matt. 27:51.) And we now by faith have 
access as priests within the veil into the very presence of 
God. In J Peter 2:5,9, God says, “Ye are an holy priest- 
hood—ye are a royal priesthood.” Christ, our High Priest, 
“after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down 
on the right hand of God,” Heb. 10:12. And so “He ever 
liveth to make intercession for us.” Heb. 7:25. In I Tim. 2:5 
we read, “There is one God, and one mediator between God ] 
and men, the man Christ Jesus.” Again i 4:14,16, God 
says, “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is 
passed into the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us there- 
fore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” P 
Each believer then in this age of grace is a priest unto 
God and as such has access by Jesus Christ to the very throne 
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of grace. There is no distinction as to the position and priv- 
ilege of believers. The weakest child of His is just as fully 
in Christ as the oldest veteran in the faith, and he is also 
just as much a priest. God has conferred these rights and 
He is no respecter of persons. But the degree to which be- 
lievers appropriate these rights, differs widely. This we 
shall-see clearly, I believe, so we advance into the succeeding 
chapters. 

Now, since the Bible clearly teaches that all believers of 
this age are priests, it should be of exceptional interest to us 
to know just what it meant to be a priest of the tabernacle. 
Six steps are described in Lev. 8 as necessary in order to be- 
come a priest. 


1. He Must Be a Son of Aaron 

The believer today need be of no special earthly lineage, 
but the moment he believes he becomes a son of God. In 
John 1:12, we read, “As many as received Him, to them gave 
He power to become the sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on His name.” 


2. He Entered the One Gate 

And Christ says, “I am the door: by me if any man enter 
in, he shall be saved.” Again in Acts 4:12, “There is none 
other name (no other door) under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.” 
3. He Was Washed All Over 

Now in Titus 3:5, the cleansing that accompanies our sal- 
vation is spoken of as “the washing of regeneration.” 
4, He Was Clothed in White Linen 


In Rev. 19:8, God says concerning the Church, the wife 
of the lamb, “To her it was granted that she should be arrayed 
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in fine linen, clean and white: for the white linen is the right- 
eousness of the saints.” And in Isa. 61:10 we read, “I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord . . . for He hath clothed me 
with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with 
the robe of righteousness.” 


5. He Came Presenting His Own Sacrifice, and He Laid 

His Hands Upon It 

And so each person today must accept Christ as his own 
offering for sin. No one can do it for you. Having a Chris- 
tian father or mother, husband or wife, is not sufficient to 
save you. You must come with Christ as your own offering. 

The laying on of hands symbolizes two things: the offerer’s 
identification with the victim, and the transfer of his guilt 
to the innocent animal, it thus becoming his sin-bearer. This 
all very beautifully foreshadows Christ's substitutionary 
death on the cross for us. It was necessary not only that 
He die that we might be saved, but that we lay hold upon 
Him with our hands of faith, thus (1) identifying ourselves 
with Him “who His own self bare our sins in His own body 
on the tree” (I Pet. 2:24); and (2) accepting Him as our 
substitute: In II Cor. 5:21 God says, “He hath made Him 
who knew no sin, to be sin for us; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him.” 


6. Oil Was Sprinkled Upon Him 


Oil typifies the Holy Spirit, who indwells the believer from 
the moment he is saved. 

As we have shown, these were six successive steps in the 
experience of a priest of Israel, but with us they all occur 
immediately when we believe and simultaneously as different 
phases of the same act. 


1. We are, that same moment, sons of God. 
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2. We enter by faith the one door. 

3. We are washed all over. 

4. We are clothed in God’s righteousness. 

5. We identify ourselves with Christ and accept Him by 
faith as our offering for sin. 

6. We receive the Holy Spirit of God, whereby we are 
“sealed unto the day of redemption.” Eph. 4:30. This is the 
position and privilege of every believer in Christ. 

Surely we are not common people; we are according to 
I Pet. 2:9, “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people.” 

Our place of worship is not amid “the patterns of things 
in the heavens,” but amid “the heavenly things themselves.” 
Our high calling as priests places us in the very midst of the 
realities of which the tabernacle and priesthood in Israel were 
but types. In the consciousness of this, let us proceed with 
bowed heads and reverent hearts into those sacred precincts, 
reserved for priests unto God. 
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LESSON IV . 

WITHIN THE COURT 4 

“The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from ‘4 
all sin.” I John 1:7. - 


ET us now consider the furniture of the court. Ex. 
[ee The position of the altar and that of the 
laver are explained in Ex. 40:29,30. The altar was 
by the door or gate, and the laver was between the altar and 
the tabernacle proper. The laver was of brass; the altar of 
wood, overlaid with brass. Brass throughout the Bible speaks 
of judgment, and here represents Christ’s work on the cross 
in judgment for us. 


Tur Brazen AuTaR fn Rea Offe 1g 
The altar was 714 feet square and 41% feet high. The 
equality of its sides reminds us that we are all equally needy, 
and also that we are all equally welcome. It was low— 
within every sinner’s reach, accessible even to a mere child. 
None was too small, none too big to offer his sacrifice there. 
And just so has God made the way easy and the invitation 
plain for all to come to Him today. 
, Now, the word altar means a “killing place.” Its antitype 
is clearly seen in Calvary. Note that there was_no. approach _ 
_to God in Israel except by way of the one altar. And so 
today we are not bound heavenward until we have first met 
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_sins. . . . We are sanctified through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest standeth daily 
ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which 
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can never take away sins: but this man, after He had offered 

one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of F 
God.” Heb. 10:4-12. As Christ offered that one sacrifice vf 
for sins on Calvary He said, “It is finished.” Now as our 

High Priest He ever liveth to intercede for us, but He sitteth; 

His sacrificial work is finished. There is no more offering 

for sin forever. 


Tue Laver 
And now we pass on as priests to the laver. Just as the 
altar typically must come first in our approach to God, so 
_ the laver must come second. The altar was for sinners, the 
laver for priests; the altar for justification, the laver for . 
cleansing. In Ex. 30:20, Aaron and his sons were instructed 2,.a-w 
to wash their hands and their feet_when they went into the 4-“r/ 
tabernacle and when they came near to the altar to minister. 
In other words, the priest must be cleansed before worship 
and before work. LaF iri cerg 
Now, the place of worship was within the tabernacle 
proper. None but priests might enter there. And_so today, 


no _unsa erson can worship God; he cannot reach the 
place of true worship until he has come by the altar,—by 


Calvary. But even after he is saved it is easy to contract 
defilement. If we are unclean in the slightest degree, we 
are unfit to exercise our priestly privileges. We are unfit 
to minister to others as God’s ambassadors and we are 
unfit to worship a holy God. This is the picture of a saved ’) 
person out of communion with God and with no fruit for his‘ 
labors. What a pitiful state! This is not as God would 
have it, and so He has provided as the laver, His Word. The m_ 
‘ laver of the tabernacle was made of the brass looking-glasses (7 
of the women. Ex. 88:8. And the Word of God also serves 
as a mirror. We see Christ there and then we see ourselves 
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alongside Him. But a mirror cannot cleanse. And so the 
Bible reveals to us our defects, but it does not remove them. 
It reveals the stain of sins, but it does not cleanse from sin. 
What then does it do? As the laver of the tabernacle con- 
tained water for cleansing, so the Bible points us to the foun- 
tain of cleansing even to the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s 
Son, which cleanseth us from all sin. I John 1:7. 


If we would serve Him, then, we must be vessels purged, 
sanctified, and thus made meet for the Master’s use, and pre- 
pared unto every good work. II Tim. 2:21. Or if we would 
worship Him in song, prayer, praise, Bible study, or in any 
way whatever, we must go into His presence by way of the 
laver. You will recall the incident when Jesus washed His 
disciples’ feet, and Peter said, “Thou shalt never wash my 
feet.” Jesus answered, “If I wash thee not, thou hast no 
part with me.” 


For lives of power in our ministry and of closeness to 
God we must come daily, and many times daily, to the laver 
for cleansing, and I John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” 


LESSON V 
THE DOOR 


“Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 


easily beset us.” Heb. 12:1. 
“Tf I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear 


me.” Ps. 66:18. 


T THE altar, as we have seen, sin is forgiven the 
sinner; at the laver sins are forgiven the saint. This 


has all been accomplished for us on the cross. We 
should never cease to marvel at the wonders of our salvation. 
But beyond these there are other precious privileges made 
available to us through Christ’s present ministry in our be- 
half. To know what they are the believer must enter the 
door that leads from the court into the holy place. This re- 
quires just as definite an act of faith as was required to 
enter the gate and many a Christian has never taken this 
second step. It doesn’t look especially attractive from the. 
outside. The person in ‘the court is saved and he sometimes 
asks what more he should want. Ah, how little he knows of 
the glory that fills the tabernacle and which he will behold 
when he enters! In the court, he may have only enough of 
Christ to keep up a continual struggle with the old nature, 
or, as some say, “enough religion to make him miserable.” 
But happy indeed is that person who goes the whole way 
with God. 

Now, the door of the tabernacle was 15 feet wide by 15 
feet high, whereas the gate was 80 feet wide by 714 feet 
high. Some object to the narrowness of the door. The gate 
was wide. “Whosoever will may come.” But the door to 
close fellowship with God is narrow. There are some Bares Hacte®. 
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we must leave behind when we enter here. You may be a 
Christian and still hold fellowship for a time with the world. 
But you cannot be a growing Christian and do this. One 
indication of genuine life is the falling off of old interests. 
You have doubtless seen, in the fall and winter, old leaves 
clinging piteously to bare boughs, as if the beauty and use- 
fulness of the tree depended upon them. But in the spring 
when new life begins to creep up through the branches, one 
by one the old withered leaves are forced to relinquish their 
hold. You know the cause full well. New buds pregnant 
with life are shooting forth, and there is no room for the 
old. And if there were, how out of place they would be! 


%,So it is with the interests we had before we were Chris- 


tians. As we “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,” old things pass away and 
behold all things become new. 

However, when we are unwilling to part with the old, we 
stifle or prevent altogether the growth of the new. And so, 
many Christians are merely saved and know nothing more 
of the,real joy of the Christian life. They live in the outer 


' court. Perhaps you, my reader, are in this class. Will you 


not step right now through the door into the inner life in 
Christ Jesus. It is a narrower door. There are some things 
you cannot take along with you. I don’t need to tell you 
what they are. God will show you. It is a narrower door, 
but it is much higher and it is nearer to God. In the Chris- 
tian life we cannot gain spiritual height and hold to our 
worldly scope of interests too. Which shall it be with you, 
height or width? Let it be height. “You cannot serve God 
and mammon.” ‘Choose ye this day whom ye will serve.” 
Those who would hold you back from entering have never 
been inside themselves. Those who beckon you to come have 
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been on the outside as well as on the inside. On whose author- 
ity will you rely? I can make this no plainer. As you could 
not know the meaning of salvation until you were saved, 
neither can you know the joys of the yielded life until you 
are fully consecrated to Him. 

May God richly bless you as you step forward by His 
grace! Withhold nothing—tell Him now, “Not as I will, 
but as Thou wilt, with my life.” Next to your salvation, this 
will be the greatest event of your life. It will give you joy 
unspeakable, power immeasurable, and peace which passeth 


understanding. 


LESSON VI 
WITHIN THE HOLY PLACE 


“True worshipers shall worship the Father in Spirit and 
in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.” 
John 4:23. 


ET us proceed now with bowed heads and reverent 
L, hearts into those sacred precincts, reserved for priests 
unto God, pausing a moment first to ‘examine our- 
selves. Are we really entitled to such a close relationship 
with God? Have we come by the way of the cross of Cal- 
vary, typified in the brazen altar? Have we been washed 
at the laver? If so, there is but one thing still needed, and 
that is to step, by faith, within the door. We cannot be- 
hold God’s glory until we have come into His presence. 


Upon entering the holy place, the priest of old viewed a 
room 30 feet long, 15 feet wide, and 15 feet high. At the 
rear and directly opposite him was the altar of incense; at 
the right, the table of shewbread; at the left, the candlestick. 
Each article of furniture and even the walls were either of 
gold or overlaid with gold, thus typifying God’s glory. _ 

The brass of the outer court represented Christ’s past 
work on Calvary in judgment for sin; the gold of the taber- 
nacle proper speaks of His present ministry as our risen 


and glorified Lord. Through the former we are justified and__ 
~~. brought nigh. unto God; {through the latter, our communion _ 


‘with God is established and sustained, 

The altar of incense, the table of shewbread, and the ark of 
the covenant within the veil, each had about it a*golden 
crown. There was no crown on the farniture of the outer 
court. Aside from the practical value of the crowns, there 
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is also in them a beautiful poaleey to the present exaltation OF 
of Christ as seen in Heb. 2:9, “We see Jesus, who was made { ¢ 
a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, \ 
crowned with glory and honor.” His suffering and death are | 
typified in the brass of the court; but glory and honor are / 
His present portion at God’s right hand in the heavens. And’ 
they are ours also in the measure in which we appropriate 
thent day by day within the holy place. In If Cor. 3:18 18 we" 
read, “We all, with open face beholding as in in a glass th the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” You will *~ 
recall that in Ex. 34:30, after Moses had been in the.mount 
forty days and forty nights, he ‘appeared before Aaron and 
the children of Israel, and behold the skin of his face shone 
although (v.29) “Moses wist it not.” And, my dear reader, 
it will change your faces, it will completely change you, 
when you spend much time in communion with God. His 
glory will be reflected in you. You will unconsciously radiate 
His presence, and others will be drawn toward Him because 
they have seen Him in you. God-given glory and_honor 
await you, even in this life, when. _you.enter into your priestly 
privileges within the narrower door. 


Tue ALTAR oF IncuNeE o 


The a of i described in Ex. 30:1-10 was the 


: place of worship, adoration, and praise. It typifies Christ, 
* our Intercessor, who alone has a pure and perfect devotion 
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‘ted to God, and in whose name our prayers and praises must 


ascend. God said of Him (Isa. 42:1), “Behold . . . mine 
elect, in whom my soul delighteth,’ and again at the trans- 
figuration (Matt. 17:5), “This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased.” As the fragrance of His life ascends 
to God continually, God is satisfied, pleased, delighted. And, 
how wondrous it is that when we are in Christ, we, too, are 
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“accepted in the Beloved” (Eph. 1:6); and when we praise 
and worship Him, He is satisfied, He is delighted with the 
fragrance of our simple and unworthy sacrifice. How eager, 
then, we should be to learn from His Word just how to wor- 


fod. fr In Ex. 30:7,8, we read, “Aaron shall burn thereon sweet 
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vr incense every morning: when he dresseth the lamps, he shall o 7 fi 


burn incense upon it. And when Aaron lighteth the lamps 
at even, he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense 3/ 
haga the Lord throughout your generations.” The morning $; 
and the evening were special times for replenishing the in- 
cense, but a perpetual fragrance ascended from the altar. As 
the priests of Israel went about their daily duties, the fra- 
grance of their morning worship continued to ascend to God, 
and as they went to rest at night there was no cessation of 
the sweet savor that arose to Him. What a beautiful and 
practical lesson for our prayer life! 


In Heb. 13:15, we read, “By Him (that is, by Christ) 


rtherefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God _ contin- 
___ ually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.” 


In I Thess. 5:17, God exhorts us to “pray without ceasing.” 
Again in Phil. 4:4,6, “Rejoice in the Lord always . . . in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God.” Eph. 5:20, “Giv-\ 


ing thanks always for all things unto God the Father in the ‘ 
4 


name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” A perpetual incense o 


\ desires from_us. To do this we should be systematic in ou 
prayer life. The incense of worship should be lighted reg 
ularly, and often; then as we go about our other duties our 
earts and lives will spontaneously give forth His praises. 
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In the day of the tabernacle the priests met God at a def- 

| inite place and at stated times, but our altar is Christ and 

| He is in heaven, and there we have access by the Spirit into 

\ the very presence of God. Eph. 2:18. At all times and in 

all places it is our glorious privilege to be in a worshipful 

attitude toward God. We may,be entirely alone with Him, 

YY or we may be with other believers. He tells us to pray in 

secret, and He also urges us to join in worship with other 

priests of His. In Heb. 10:19-25, where He explains the 

privileges of the tabernacle proper, He also says, that we 

are not to forsake “the assembling of ourselves together, as 

the manner of some is.” Everywhere about us are those who 

profess Christianity, and who neglect to attend public wor- 

ship. God’s Word is clear on this subject. He urges us not 
to neglect worshipping with other believers. 


Tue INncENsE 

The incense is, as we have seen, typical of that holy fra- 
gyrance which ever ascends to God from the character and 
» work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Our worship then,—our 
praises as well as our requests—must be sent to God in His 
name. There is no natural fragrance in our lives. We are 
utterly unworthy apart from Him, but again let me remind 
you of that marvelous truth: “He hath made us accepted in 

the Beloved.” Eph. 1:6. 
Note in Ex. 80:34-38 the composition of the incense to be 
used. There were four ingredients, the same weight of each, 
_—stacte, onycha, galbanum and pure frankincense. The 
_ # stacte oozed from trees on Mt. Gilead, and hence speaks of 
ww spontaneity in worship; the onycha came from the perfume 
crab, found in the depths of the Red Sea, and represents sin- 
cerity, the depth of the heart; galbanum was a shrub, from 
‘the broken leaves of which juice issued, and speaks of a broken 
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and contrite spirit; frankincense was obtained from a tree 
by making an incision, and so Christ, bruised, adds the in- 
cense of His matchless worth to our prayers. Spontancity, 
sincerity, contrition are all equally necessary to true worship, 
but alone they are of no avail. Approach to God in worship 
is made possible only by adding to these the merits of the 
shed blood of Christ. 

Now God knew there would be counterfeits of true wor- 
ship. He knew also that men would put true worship to mis- 
use. So in Ex. 30:37,38, He pronounces a curse upon all 
who imitate the genuine, or use it for any other purpose than 
to worship Him. How grave, then, is the sin of rushing into 
His presence with the defilement of the world upon us, and 
then by some form far from His appointed means of worship, 
presuming to seek communion with Him! How grave also 
the sin of using even His appointed means, to worship saints, 
images, pictures, or any other but the one true God! 


nwo Tue TaBLE oF SHEWBREAD 

Let us now turn to the table of shewbread as described in 
, 6:93" Ex. 25:23-30, and also in Le Basted On the table were 
12 loaves, one for each tribe. e less important as well 
as the stronger ones were each equally represented there. 
And so each believer, small or great, is continually before 

God and under his watchful eye. 
f In Lev. 21, five times the loaves are spoken of as the 
| bread of God. God found His food, His satisfaction in them, 
‘however, only when they were covered over with pure frank- 
incense, which represents here, as at the golden altar, the 
merits of Christ. And so the believer, covered over by the 
merits of Christ, brings satisfaction to God. God ‘yearns 


for this satisfaction. I say it reverently, He needs us. When 
we were out of Christ, God hungered for us. 
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-? Now each Sabbath Aaron and his sons, at God’s direction, 
ate the shewbread in the holy place. This represents God’s 
invitation to the believer to commune with Him by Bs 
upon Christ, the Bread of Life. In John 6:85 Jesus said, “I 
am vee the bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never. ust: 
\ ger.” One way to feast upon Christ, ‘the living Word, is to 
: “appropriate in our lives the truths of the written Word. In 
Jer. 15:16 we read, “Thy words were found, and I did eat 
them; and Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of 
my heart.” Both in private and with other believers, we 
need to commune with God through the study of His Word. 
We find also at the table of shewbread, a beautiful prefigur- | 
ing of the New Testament ordinance of the Lord’s supper. KR 
The believer is called to the Lord’s table to be a partaker 
with God of the food God Himself has provided. In tts 
_ broken body. and shed blood of Christ. we find.. our: anatnen | 
tion, a balm for every need. God _also, finds. His. satisfac- 
“tion it in “Christ, and so we commune together with God at ‘His | 


_ table. re 
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“f ’ As we have seen, then, there is worship.at.the altar; re 
. ore com: at the table. But in order to worship aright, 
and in order to see or comprehend the food God has given 


in the written and living Word, we must have light. And so 
we turn to the candlestick, described in Ex. 25:31-40. Here 
we see Christ, the Light of the World, our Instructor, our 
Guide. The candlestick was of pure gold, of beaten work. 
Beating represents sorrow and suffering. Now it was pure 
gold before it was beaten, but the beating must take place 
before it could give forth light. And so Christ was very 
God from the beginning; yet he had to become “the man 
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of sorrows,” “obedient even unto death, the death of the 
cross,” before He could light the way of lost men to heaven. 

But, in Matt. 5:14,16, believers are also spoken of as the 
light of the world. “Let your light so shine before mea, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven.” 


Four conditions, however, are shown here to be necessary 


/ if we would give out a bright, steady, attractive light in a 


dark world. : 

1. We must abide in Christ. The whole candlestick was 
of one talent,—one piece. There were six branches, each 
of which came out of the side of the center shaft and received 
oil from it. And so we who believe are one with Christ, re- 
ceiving our life from Him. In John 1:4, God says of Christ, 
“In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.” 

2. Christ must have the pre-eminence. Each of the branches 
in its place gave forth light, but only as it depended upon 
the center shaft. Christ calls us brethren, it is true; but in 
order to be light bearers, we must recognize Him as Lord. 

3. We must have our lamps filled with oil. Oil in Scrip- 
ture typifies the Holy Spirit. In Ex. 27:20, God commanded 
that the children of Israel bring pure oil olive beaten for the. 


_light,.to cause the lamp to burn always. And so in Eph. 5 18, 


God also commands the Christian, “Be filled with the Spirit.”,“ 


~~ 


4. We must have our lamps trimmed. Every morning 
Aaron used snuffers to dress the lamps. This represents self- 
judgment, the removal from our lives of anything that pre- 
vents our light from shining properly. In | Cor. 11:31 we 
are told by God that “if we would judge ourselves, we should 
not be judged.” 
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Now, if these four conditions are not met, the light from 
our lives becomes dim, flickering, unattractive and useless. 
God is longsuffering and gracious but He often uses severe 
measures with His children, when they carelessly neglect or 
wilfully refuse to give forth light. In I Cor. 11:32 we read», 
that He chastens them. In Rev. 2:5, He says that unless } 
they repent, He will reméve their lampstand out of its place. 
I have seen and you have, too, the chastening hand of the 
Lord upon His children who failed to shine for Him. And 
some have even been completely set aside. It is a wondrous 
privilege to be permitted to be laborers together with Him. 
May none of us neglect and thus forfeit this God-given 


privilege. 


WITHIN THE HOLIEST OF ALL 


“A new and living way which He hath consecrated for us, 

through the veil, that is to say, His flesh.” Heb. 10:20. 
Tue Val © 

ND now we stand before the vail (Ex. 26:31-33), which 
A separates the holy place from the most holy. This vail 

in the tabernacle barred the way into the presence of 

God, to all except the High Priest, who went into the holiest 
of all once each year to make atonement for the sins of the 
people. 

Now the vail had to be rent before any but the High 
Priest could have access into God’s presence. And so Christ 
had to die, His flesh had to be rent, ere sinners could be 
made nigh by the blood. As symbolical of this, when Christ 
as our High Priest entered within the vail in the heavenlies 
to present His blood before God as a propitiation for our 
sins, the vail of the temple in Jerusalem was rent from top 
to bottom. Matt. 27:51. And now the whole range of spir- 
itual blessings from the cross of Calvary to the throne of 
God are made available to “whosoever believeth on Him.” 
“There is one God, and one mediator between God and man, 


the man Christ Jesus.” I Tim. 2:5. “This man (Jesus), be- - 


cause He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 
Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for them.” Heb. 7:24, 25. The weakest child of God 
may now boldly step by faith into His very presence within 
the holiest of all. 
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The “pattern of the true” was a perfect cube, 15 feet on a 
side. Within it were the ark of the covenant and the mercy 
seat, above which God dwelt between the cherubim. 


Tue Ark 

The ark is described in Ex. 25:10-16. The word “ark” 
implies safety, and speaks of Christ who saves us and keeps 
us saved. Three things were in the ark (Heb. 9:4): the 
unbroken tables of the covenant, the golden pot of manna, 
and Aaron’s rod that budded. The law points the way; the 
manna represents truth; Aaron’s rod speaks of eternal life. 
All these are found in Christ. In John 14:6 Jesus says, “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life.” And someone in ex- 
plaining this verse has said, “The way for going, the truth 
for knowing, and the life for growing.” 


Tue Mercy-Szat 

The mercy-seat described in Ex. 25:17-22 was above the 
ark, The word mercy-seat means “covering” or “propitia- 
tion,” and typifies Christ, our propitiation. In Rom. 3:25 
we read that God hath set forth Christ to be a propitiation 
through faith in His blood. That is the only condition,— 
faith in His blood. 

Now when the High Priest went each year on the day of 
atonement within the holiest of all, he sprinkled the blood 
on the mercy-seat once, and before it seven times. Once was 
enough for the eye of God, but we who worship need to be 
reminded repeatedly of the ground of our worship,—the shed 
blood of Jesus Christ. 

The blood of bulls and goats never met God’s claims. They 
merely foreshadowed Christ who, by presenting His own 
blood before God for us became a propitiation for our sins. 
This is what God hath wrought through Jesus Christ for 
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every lost soul who will turn to Him for salvation. The 
mercy-seat was the same height as the grate of the brazen 
altar. And so when we identify ourselves with Christ accept- 
ing Him as our offering for sin, we are raised in Him to the 
very height of the mercy-seat itself. Such communion as this 
is the portion of every cleansed believer, and it is made pos- 
sible through the present and continuous intercession of our 
High Priest, Jesus Christ. In the measure in which we enter 
into this privilege of communion, in a corresponding degree 
we have joy in the Lord, power in our ministry, and a peace- 
ful assurance that steadies us in all the vicissitudes of life. 


LESSON VII 
THE CURTAINS AND COVERINGS 


“He hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see 
Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him.” Isa. 53:2. 


= 


BOVE the tabernacle proper were curtains and cover- 

A ings, described in Ex. 26:1-14. There were the cur- 

tains of fine twined linen, the curtains of goats’ hair, 

and above these the covering of rams’ skins dyed red, and 
then the covering of badgers’ skins. 


Curtains or Linzn 

Upon entering the tabernacle, the priest beheld a room, 
the walls and furniture of which were gold or overlaid with 
gold. As a canopy above stretched the curtains of fine twined 
linen, with blue, purple, and scarlet; with cherubim of cun- 
-ning work. The colors here have the same significance as 
when found elsewhere in the tabernacle. White speaks of 
Christ’s righteousness, blue of His heavenly character, purple 
of His royalty, scarlet of His sacrificial work. Cherubim are 
expressive of divine holiness, which demands that the sinner 
be barred from God’s presence unless his access be by the 
means God has provided. (Cherubim, you will remember, 
guarded the way of the tree of life when our first parents 
were driven out of the garden of Eden. Gen. 8:24.) Cheru- 
bim were cunningly wrought upon the vail of the tabernacle. 
Ex. 26:31. Two cherubim of gold were above the mercy-seat. 
Ex. 25:18-22. They stretched forth their wings on high, 
covering the mercy-seat with their wings, and their faces 
were turned toward each other and toward the mercy-seat. And 
now we read, Ex. 26:1, that cherubim, emissaries of God’s 
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justice, were cunningly worked in the curtains of fine twined 
linen. There, as above the mercy-seat and upon the vail, they 
ever gazed, as it were, in admiration upon the blood sprinkled 
mercy-seat and upon the blood bought worshipper, in whom 
they saw God’s claims of justice fully satisfied. 


Curtains oF Goats’ Hair 


Above the linen curtains were those of goats’ hair. Hairy 


garments are associated in Scripture with prophets. And so 
the goats’ hair curtains speak of Christ in prophecy. In Ex. 
36:14, they are spoken of as the tent over the tabernacle. 
Now a tent is only a temporary structure, whereas the true 
tabernacle, of which the one in the wilderness was a pattern, 
is eternal. ‘The tent was intended only for the wilderness, 
after which it was no longer needed. And so some day all 
prophecy will be fulfilled. It will pass into history, and will 
then be no longer prophetic. Now, to the eye of faith, 
prophecy reveals truth to come. However, to those who will 
not step by faith within the holy place, prophecy viewed from 
the outside is not comprehended. It simply veils the truth 
and shuts them away from a close fellowship with God. 


Covering oF Rams’ SKINS 

Over these goats’ hair curtains was a covering of rams’ skins 
dyed red. The ram was used in sacrifice. The rams’ skins 
dyed red speak of Christ, the Lamb of God, our sacrifice 
for sin. 


Covertne or Baperrs’ SKINS 

The badgers’ skins were a coarse, durable hide used in 
making shoes. Ezek. 16:10. It completely covered over the 
beauties of the tabernacle. We are reminded here of Isa. 
53:2 where the prophet says of Christ, “He hath no form 
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nor comeliness; and when we shall see Him, there is no beauty 
that we should desire Him.” To God and to the believer 
who has entered within the holy place, “Christ is altogether 
lovely”; yet meved from the outside, “He is despised and 
rejected of men.” He is esteemed not. And why this 
difference? God is no respecter of persons. The glories 
within-are for whosoever will believe and enter by faith within 
the one door that leads to God. OG 
To enter in you will need to accept the truth revealed i 


the coverings and curtains. You will first believe in Jesus oe 
as represented in the badgers’ skins, despised and rejected of 


men, believing that in so doing you will come to know Him 


as the one altogether lovely. As you turn back that outer . 


rife a 


covering, you will accept Him as typified in the rams’ skins_ 


e dyed red, your sacrifice for sin, your Savior. This is indeed 


great gain. Many a Christian goes no farther. But you 
have not yet entered into the joy of the deeper or inner Chris- 
tian life. Again you turn back this second covering, made of 
rams’ skins dyed red, and you are brought a step further to 
the goats’ hair curtains,—to the full_acceptance of God’s 


Word with an attending desire to comprehend its meaning. 


And underneath, as you turn the folds of the goats’ hair cur- 
tains, in other words, as you turn the prophetic pages of the 


Word of God, you see Christ pictured in the linen curtains 
£ ———~. 


in a fuller sense than you have ever seen Him before. The 
badgers’ skins, the rams’ skins dyed red, and the goats’ hair 
curtains all conceal from the person outside the beauty of the 
life in Christ, but they also represent the order in which the 
truth is unfolded that will lead those who accept it, into a 


fuller apprehension and appropriation of Christ. If 7 if 


would behold Him in His glory and thus experience this joy, 


> 
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you must ae wig to Pa 1 by faith with: 
that now veil Him from your sight. This is 
it is also ‘the obligation—of every believer. 


LESSON IX 
THE BOARDS, SOCKETS, AND BARS 


“All the building fitly framed together groweth into an 
holy temple in the Lord.” Eph. 2:21. 


ET us note, now, the significance of the boards which 
® formed the tabernacle. Ex. 26:15-25. Each of these 
boards, as we shall see, represents a sinner saved by 
grace. In this connection, let us read Eph. 2:21, 22, where 
God says, “All the building fitly framed together groweth 
into an holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also are builded 
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” The 
temple, the habitation of God, here clearly means the church 
composed of believers, in each of whom God’s Spirit dwells. 
Again in Matt. 18:20, Jesus said, “Where two or three are 
gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” In a special sense, God is in the midst of His church. 
It is His dwelling place on earth in this age. 


Tue Boarps 

Each board in the tabernacle was made of shittim or acacia 
wood, covered with gold. But each board also had a past 
history. It was once a stately tree, beautiful to the natural 
eye, and drawing its support, its sustenance, from the earth. 
Now God had need of the acacia trees for building His dwell- 
‘ing place. They were cut down. Their connection with the 
earth was severed. And so the believer was once in the world. 
He drew his support and sustenance from what the world 
could give. Then one day the axe of truth, “quick and power- 
ful and sharper than any two-edged sword,” fell upon his 
heart and brought him low, even to the feet of Jesus in peni- 
tence for sin. After this experience he could never be the 
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same again. This was the state of the Philippian jailer, when 
he cried out, “What must I do to be saved?” It was the state 
of those three thousand on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:37) 
when they were pricked in their heart and said, “What shall 
we do?” Paul’s answer to the jailer and Peter’s at Pente- 
cost were virtually the same. Simply believe, and God will 
do the rest. When you are under conviction for sin—cut 
down, as it were—God has begun a good work in you, and 
as Paul says in Phil. 1:6, let us be confident of this one thing, 
“that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ.” The God who brought you 
low in the consciousness of your lost condition, is able and 
eager to lift you up into newness of life. And He will, if 
you will let Him. 

The boards of the tabernacle were covered with gold. And 
so, when God lifts you up, He will impart to you a measure 
of His glory. (Note, however, that the covering of the boards 
was not pure gold as was used in all the furniture of the 
tabernacle representing Christ.) The board doubtless had 
its imperfections and yet when it stood in its place in the 
structure of God’s house it reflected His glory, His beauty. 
Its natural beauty had been taken away; it had been stripped 
of boughs which formerly had been its pride. And so the one 
who yields to God’s voice, and is willing to take his place 
among other believers in the building of God’s house, has to 
be stripped of superfluous habits and interests. Some of these 
may not be vile in themselves, but simply inconsistent with 
the Christian life or useless. Accomplishments in which we 
formerly took delight, may have to give way to higher and 
nobler activities. Our natural beauty and attractiveness may 
need to be taken away, in order that a supernatural grace may 
be given us. When we become useful to God in His temple, 
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we shall discover ourselves to be very different from what we 
formerly were. Our unsaved friends may not like the change, 
but in God’s eyes we are perfect through the comeliness that 
Christ has put upon us. Ezek. 16:14. 

You will note in Ex. 26:15 that the boards were standing 
up. Now the tabernacle was pitched in the desert sands, and 
the question naturally arises, “How could the boards stand up 
and remain firm in a given position?” Two things made this 
possible,—the foundation and the bars, and these were both 
of God’s providing. 

Tue Sockets 

The foundation was made of 100 sockets of silver. The 
silver of the tabernacle was obtained not by a freewill offer- 
ing, some giving more, some less. It was the ransom or atone- 
ment money spoken of in Ex. 30:11-16. Every person num- 
bered in Israel was required to give an offering of half a 
shekel (about 65 cents) as a ransom for his soul. His name 
was not enrolled among the people of God until the atonement 
money was paid. The sum was the same for all, and God 
designated exactly what that sum should be. It was such a 
small amount that no one was unable to give. God made the 
way easy. But, however great the sum might have been, no 
riches of earth could have saved a soul. The half shekel paid 
for a ransom in Israel was merely a type of that great price 
paid as our atonement for sin. In Lev. 17:11 God says, “It 
is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.” Again 
in I Pet. 1:18,19, “Ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold—but with the precious blood of 
Christ.” And yet this wondrous price is within the reach of 
all. It has been paid. Jesus paid it all. Our part is simply 
to accept Him as the ransom for our soul, our personal 
Savior. 

Each socket in the tabernacle foundation was made of one 
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talent of silver, estimated in values of that day at about 
$1700,—the whole foundation costing about $170,000. The 
foundation was costly; but infinitely more costly is its anti- 
type, the blood of Jesus Christ. It is precious. 


The sockets were the first to be put into place when the 
tabernacle was set up. There could be no tabernacle apart 
from the sockets. And so there can be no true church apart 
from Christ and Him crucified. Paul in writing to the Cor- 
inthian church, said, “We preach Christ crucified.” Again 
“T am determined not to know any thing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” Then in I Cor. 8:11 he 
says, “Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ.” 


It is an easy matter for a sinner, even a penitent sinner, 
to miss Christ and build on something else. There are so 
many imitations of the true, but remember this,—God’s 
Word says there is no other foundation. “On Christ the 
solid rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.” Now 
every board was provided with two tenons, each of which 
fitted into one of the silver sockets. To be in God’s appointed 
position, both tenons must be in the sockets. How easy it 
would have been for one tenon to slip past its socket into the 
sand! And what would the result have been? God’s glory 
would not have filled the tabernacle. And some Christians 
today are endeavoring to stand with one foot on redemption 
ground and the other in the world. We hear everywhere that 
the Church is not reflecting the glory of the Lord. If this 
is true, and I believe in great measure it is, may it not be 
because of individual believers who do not have both feet on 
redemption ground? This would be a serious question even 
if it affected only one’s self. But when it reaches out in its 
effect, as it does, to the whole church of God, what a grave 
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responsibility rests upon each one of us! The place where 
God’s power and presence are manifested must be just as 
He has directed it should be. He is the architect of His 
temple and we have no right to change or ignore the blue- 
print. In Ex. 39 and 40, seventeen times it is recorded that 
the tabernacle was made “as the Lord commanded Moses.” 
And then in v. 84, we read, “The glory of the Lord filled _ 
the tabernacle.”” I truly believe that if a single pin or cord 
had been missing, if the God-given dimensions had been 
changed never so little, the Lord would have punished their 
self-will by withholding Himself from dwelling among them. 
But everything was done exactly according to His will, and 
He came down and filled the tabernacle with His glory. Not 
one of us, I believe, would intentionally be the means of pre- 
venting God’s glory from filling and pervading His church. 

eum To this end, how important it is then that each of us examine 
God’s blueprint to see if our individual lives are just what 
and where He would have them be! 


Tue Bars 

Now the boards were also bound together with bars. Ex. 
26:26-29. In order to reflect God’s glory in His temple, not 
only must be have both feet on redemption ground, but we 
must have the right relative position to other believers. In 
other words, we are not only to be united to Christ, but to 
be in harmony and helpful relation with our fellow Christians, 
—“one with the Lord and one with one another.” We must 
stand shoulder to shoulder, “‘fitly framed together,” the Bible 
says. Even though some of them may seem unlovely to us, 
we must never forget that Christ has redeemed them at a 
tremendous cost and given them a place in His temple, the 
church. They will appear different to us, no doubt, when we 
remember that they are precious to Him. 
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In the tabernacle, each board was joined to the one beside 
it and to all the others by bars of shittim wood. Four of 
these bars on each side were visible. These represent any 
outward bonds of unity and fellowship that exist among 
groups of believers,—a Bible class, for instance; the Sunday- 
school, the prayer meeting, the missionary society, the com- 
munion service. But in Ex. 26:28 we read, “The middle bar 
in the midst of the boards shall reach from end to end.” 
Again in Ex. 86:38, “He made the middle bar to shoot 
through the boards from one end to the other.” This repre- 
sents that mysterious, unseen bond that unites true believers 
everywhere, regardless of denomination, nationality, race or 
color. It is the “unity of the Spirit” that makes believers 
one the world over. When God entrusted us with a part in 
the structure of His house, He placed upon us a great respon- 
sibility. Let us determine today to live such lives in relation 


_ to Christ and other believers that we shall in no wise mar 


this unity. The Psalmist says (Ps. 183:1), “Behold, how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity!” And Paul, in Eph. 4, beseeches us to endeavor 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. In v, 2, 
he tells us how to do it, “With all lowliness and meekness, 
with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love.” And here 
lies the whole secret of such a relationship, expressed in one 
word, love. In v. 16 of the same chapter God says, “The 
whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that 
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual work- 
ing in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in love.” . 

May God bless us as we seek through the application of 
His Word to have the right relation toward Christ and 
toward our fellowmen! 
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LESSON X 
THE PRIESTS’ GARMENTS 


“Be ye holy; for I am holy.” JZ Pet. 1:16. 


has described the brazen altar and the gate, the place 
where God meets the sinner, He immediately devotes 

all of Exodus 28 to the description of the garments of Aaron, 
the high priest, and of the other priests, his sons. God de- 
signed these garments and therefore each article has a spirit- 
ual significance. 
Aaron’s garments reveal to us in type the nature and 
character of our Lord Jesus Christ. In Ex. 28:2, 4 we read 
that he was to wear garments of glory and beauty,—a breast- 
plate, an ephod, a robe, a broidered coat, a mitre, and a 


girdle. 


[: IS significant to note that as soon as the Holy Spirit 


Tue Erxop 

The ephod was the most important part of the dress. The 
other parts were fastened or related in some way to it. It 
was distinctively the symbol of the high priest’s office and 
it typifies the nature of our High Priest. The ephod was 
made of fine twined linen, and gold, and blue and purple 
and scarlet. The fine twined linen speaks of Christ’s purity, 
His perfection, His sinlessness. Blue represents His heavenly 
nature; He is the Son of God. Scarlet speaks of His sacri- 
ficial work as Son of man and Savior. Now scarlet and blue 
whe combined make purple, which indicates royalty,—the 
promised Messiah. Unless both the scarlet and the blue were 
present, there could be no purple. And so unless Christ is 
both Son of God and Son of man, He cannot be the promised 
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King. But He is the first two and hence must be the last. 


Now in Ex. 39:3, we read, “They did beat the gold into thin 


plates, and cut it into wires, to work it in the blue, and in i 
the purple, and in the scarlet, and in the fine linen, with 
cunning work.” Gold speaks of deity, and so Christ’s deity q 
is interwoven with His humanity in such a way that the two . 
are inseparable. And yet they are perfectly distinct, as well 
as distinctively perfect. To illustrate this, let us glance at 
some pictures of Him in the New Testament. There is a 
storm on the sea of Galilee and He is asleep on a pillow. 
Now perfectly human! A moment later He has arisen, has 
rebuked the wind and has said to the sea, “Peace, be still.” 
And the wind ceased and there is a great calm. “What man- 
ner of man is this, that even the wind and sea obey Him?” 
He can be none other than God. 


Again we see Him at Cana attending a marriage in com- 
pany with His mother and His disciples. Here is a glimpse 
into the social side of His humanity. But at that same feast 
we see Him as God performing a miracle. 


We follow Him to the grave of Lazarus, and He groans 
and weeps. This is evidence of a perfectly human heart. 
But He declares Himself God when He cries with a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come forth.” And he that was dead comes 
forth. 

We might, if we had space, cite many other instances which 
illustrate that He was very God and yet very man. Nor must 
we for a moment think that His humanity ceased when He 
ascended into heaven. In Heb. 7:24, God says of Christ, 
“This man, because He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable 
priesthood.” Again in Heb. 10:12, “This man, after He had 
offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right 
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hand of God.” Our High Priest, Jesus the Son of God, is 
now perfectly God and yet perfectly a risen and glorified 
man. This is the meaning of the ephod. And as the ephod 
_ was the chief garment of Aaron and all others were related 
to it, so our acceptance of this truth concerning the nature 
of Christ is necessary before we can proceed to an under- 
standing of the character and work of Christ. 


THe GirpLe ; 

‘The girdle of the ephod speaks of service. “The Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister.” Mark 
10:45. And He still ministers. It is said of the disciples 
(Mark 16:20) that after Christ’s ascension they went forth, — 
and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and 
confirming the Word with signs following.” 

Again in Heb. 8:1, 2, we read of His ministry for us in 
the heavens: “We have such an High Priest, who is set on the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; a 
minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which 
the Lord pitched, and not man.” 


Tue Onyx Stonss 

On each shoulder of the ephod was an onyx stone, on 
which were engraved the names of six tribes. Shoulders are 
the place of strength,—of power. The onyx stones represent 
a burden carried on the shoulders of the High Priest. The 
engraving upon them signifies indelibility, permanency. And 
so Christ ever bears up before God those who were lost but 
are now His. In the parable of the lost sheep (Luke 15) He 
is pictured as going after that which is lost, until He finds 
it, and when He finds it, He lays it on His shoulders re- 
joicing, and takes it home. In Luke 19:10 God says, “The 
Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
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As High Priest He bears His redeemed ones on His shoulders 
in the presence of God. “He ever liveth to make intercession 
for them.” Heb. 7:25. 

The name of each child of God is graven, as it were, on 
the shoulders of our High Priest forever. “God hath laid on. 
Him the iniquity of us all,” and God reckons us “not guilty” 
because our sin has been put upon Him. What a wonderful 
sense of security should be ours as we realize that we are 
upheld in the presence of God by the power of God! 


Tur BREASTPLATE 


And inseparably connected with His power is His love. 
This is typified by the onyx stones’ being fastened by a golden 
chain to the breastplate of the High Priest. 

On the breastplate were twelve stones, no two of which 
were alike. On each stone was engraved the name of a tribe. 
These stones represent believers abiding in His love. All 
believers are equally precious to Him and yet (as with the 
different stones) some are more profitable—worth more to 
Him—than others. The name of each believer is recorded in 
heaven, in the book of life. Rev. 20:15. Now the name 
recorded may not be the name our friends know us by. It is 
the name God knows us by. Name, in this sense, means 
character. God knows us by what we really are. We some- 
times sing, and with little thought, I fear, “Is my name 
written there?” How serious a question this is when we con- 
sider that our characters are written there in full and just as 
they are. In I Sam. 16:7 we read, “The Lord seeth not as 
man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looketh on the heart.” How different we would be 
if we fully realized the completeness and exactness of God's 
record concerning us! And still though we may grieve Him, 
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“we are all precious to Him. Each child of God has a place 
on the bosom of our great High Priest. 


Urm anp THumMim 

In v. 80 of Ex. 28, the first mention is made of Urim and 
Thummim, spoken of six times elsewhere in Scripture. The 
words themselves mean Lights and Perfections. They speak 
of judgment, in the sense of discernment and guidance. They 
were the means by which the high priest obtained divine light 
before making decisions. And divine light is always perfect 
light. The Urim and Thummim, in Aaron’s breastplate speak, 
then, of the perfect wisdom of Christ, our High Priest. In 
I Cor, 1:24, He is described as “‘Christ the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God.” 

What a satisfaction it is to know that the One who ad- 
vocates our cause with the Father has unlimited power, 
fathomless love, and unsearchable wisdom. What a settled 
peace should be ours in the consciousness of this! 


Tue Roger or tHE EpxHop 

The robe of the ephod is next described. In its being all 
of blue (Ex. 28:31) it speaks of heaven, the place of Christ’s 
present ministry. In Heb. 9:24, we read, “Christ is not en- 
tered into the holy places made with hands. . . but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.” On 
the hem of the robe were placed pomegranates and bells, ar- 
ranged alternately. Pomegranates speak of fruitfulness; bells 
of testimony. In Christ these were perfectly balanced. His 
works were in every way consistent with His words. 


Tue Mirre anp Pirate or Goip 
The mitre and the plate of gold are described in Ex. 28 :36- 
88. On the latter was engraved, ‘Holiness to the Lord.” It 
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was only as typical of Christ that Aaron could bear on his 
forehead such an inscription. None but Him who is very 
God could be designated unreservedly as to His character, 
“Holiness to the Lord.” 


Tur Linen Coat AND BREECHES 


The broidered linen coat (v. 39) was the innermost gar- 
ment and thus speaks of the perfection and beauty of Christ 
even in His inner and hidden life. Aaron (and his sons also) 
wore linen breeches (v. 42). Linen typifies righteousness. 
And so God clothes each believer with the righteousness that 
is in Christ. 

In Israel the priests wore no other garments except the 
white linen coats, girdles, bonnets and breeches. There was 
a great difference, then, between the garments of the priests 
and those of the high priest. There was also a difference of 
great significance in the consecration of Aaron and his sons. 
All the priests had oil sprinkled upon them, while oil was 
poured upon Aaron. Ex. 29:7,21. (Oil is typical of the Holy 
Spirit.) And so we, who are priests unto God, received the 
Holy Spirit when we believed; but “God giveth not the Spirit 
by measure unto Him (Christ).” John 3:34. “It pleased the 
Father that in Him (Christ) should all fulness dwe Ratan of 
1:19. Now where there is no limitation of the Spirit, there 
is no limitation of the glory and beauty of the character, as 
typified in the high priest’s garments. As to our characters, 
then, we may partake even in this life of Christ’s glory and 
beauty in the measure in which we have in us His fullness 
of Spirit. ’ 

If we are believers we already wear the God-given white 
robe of righteousness. But do we wear the blue, indicating 
before the world that our citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20), 
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that we are merely ambassadors here (II Cor. 5:20)? Are 
the signs of sojourning upon us? Can others tell by our 
speech, by our manners, by our dress, that we are not of this 
world, that here “we have no continuing city, but we seek 
one to come’? Heb. 13:14. In Num. 15:38, we read that a 
border of blue was put upon the garments of the Israelites 
to remind them that they were God’s redeemed people. Is 
there anything about us to remind us and indicate to others 
that we are sons of God? Do we have in our lives a 
well-balanced fruitage and testimony represented by the 
alternate arrangement of the pomegranates and bells? Or is 
our walk inconsistent with our talk? Do we bear upon our 
shoulders, as it were, His other children, who ever need our 
support and intercession? Note that I did not say, some of 
His children merely,—but all, the lovely and the unlovely, 
the strong and the weak, those we know and those we do not. 
God’s children everywhere need our ministry and our prayers. 
And do we carry them all upon our bosom in love? Do we 
wear the girdle of service? Do we seek not to be ministered 
unto but to minister? Are we consecrated to His service, holy 
unto the Lord? 

In all these tests, Christ remains perfect. He has no 
limitation of the Spirit, and therefore no limitation of the 
glory. But what about us? Let us take an inventory of our 
spiritual garments, to see if we find there all that God desires 
us to wear. Are they as glorious and beautiful as He would 
have them be? In Heb. 3:1, God says, ‘Holy brethren, par- 
takers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession, Jesus Christ.” Now to consider 
Him means to look at Him, study Him, learn the secret of 
His glory and beauty. In II Cor. 3:18, we read what the 
outcome will be, “We all, with open face beholding as in a 
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glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” The 
more we consider Christ, the better we shall know Him and 
the better we know Him the more we shall grow into His 
image even in this life, and “it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall 
be like Him.” I John 3:2. May each of us draw closer to 
Him this morning with a sincere determination by His grace 
to show forth more of His beauty in our lives from day to 
day. 

Now when Aaron went within the holiest of all once each 
year to make atonement for the sins of the people, he laid 
aside his glorious high priestly garments and wore only the 
linen garments common to the priesthood. Lev. 16:4. But 
when he returned to the holy place he put them on again 
before appearing unto the people. (Vs. 23,24.) And so our 
Lord, became “like unto His brethren, that He might be a 
merciful and faithful High Priest.” Heb. 2:17. But when 
He returns to us it will be “in the glory of His Father with 
His angels,” (Matt. 16:27), and “when He shall appear, we 
shall be like Him.” Blessed be His Holy Name! 
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LESSON XI 
THE OFFERINGS 


“He hath made us accepted in the Beloved.” Eph. 1:6. 


ACH of the five offerings of Lev. 1-7 presents a different 
K aspect of Christ’s character and work. Their order is 
very significant. It is God’s order, the order in which 

God has approached unto man. We have noted that a similar 
progression of truth obtains in Exodus in the description of 
the tabernacle. Beginning at the ark of the covenant within 
the holiest of all, the account leads step by step to the outer 
gate where the sinner might enter by faith. Man’s way of 
approach to God was from the outer gate inward. And man’s 
order of spiritual apprehension of Christ’s sacrificial work is 
also inward, upward,—the order being the reverse of that pre- 
sented in Leviticus. Through Christ, first as our trespass 
offering, we have forgiveness of sins, salvation; then through 
Him as our sin offering, we have victory over the power of sin 
in our lives; through Him as our peace-offering we have 
communion with God; through Him (and Him only) as our 
meal offering, can true service be rendered to God; through 
Him as our burnt offering, our consecration is made holy and 
acceptable unto God. Note how the person who apprehends 
and appropriates these successive aspects of Christ’s ministry, 
experiences 

1. Through the trespass offering—salvation. 

2. Through the sin offering—victory. 

8. Through the peace offering—fellowship. 

4, Through the meal offering—service. 

5. Through the burnt offering—consecration. 
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Now viewing God’s order of Christ’s work as presented 
in Lev. 1, we see Christ in the burnt offering in full conse- 
cration, before ever He came to earth, voluntarily presenting 
Himself without spot to God, ready to do His Father’s abso- 
lute will. In the meal offering of Lev. 2, Christ is foreshad- 
owed in His earthly walk of service, coming not to be 
ministered unto but to minister. The peace offering of 
Lev. 3 typifies Christ enjoyed by the believer in communion 
with God. These three are called the sweet savor offerings 
for they typify Christ in His perfections. Our fellowship, 
our service, our consecration are acceptable and of a sweet 
savor to a holy God only because our substitute, Jesus Christ, 
is perfect and He makes up our lack. In the sin offering of 
Lev. 4 we see Christ bearing away the sins of the believer 
and thus giving him victory in his Christian life. In the 
trespass offering (Lev. 5) we see Christ presenting His 
blood before God for the sinner thus satisfying God’s claims 
for every transgression of the law. The sin offering and the 
trespass offering are non-sweet savor offerings because they 
typify Christ bearing the sin of the offerer. 

In the Levitical ritual, sometimes called “A Guide Book to 
Worship,” God presented to Israel by a very simple method 
these different aspects of Christ’s character and work. Of 
course, we must not suppose that Israel understood in the 
laws of the offerings all that the New Testament declares 
to be there, any more than the child in the kindergarten 
understands the full meaning of what he memorizes or ex- 
presses in action. But as the wise kindergarten teacher is 
instilling principles upon which the more advanced education 
of the child is based, so Paul tells us (Gal. 3:24) that “the 
law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ.” — 
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And as Paul and Peter and thousands of other Jews by 
knowing their Old Testament Scriptures have been led to 
recognize in Christ the perfect fulfillment of the law, so I 
trust that many of my readers may come, through these Old 
Testament types, to see and believe in the Christ, who, ac- 
cording to the New Testament, “hath once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God.” 
I Pet. 3:18. He is the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world. Rev. 13:8. 

As our trespass offering, He “taketh away the sin of the 
world.” John 1:29. As our sin offering He is the propitiation 
for our sins.” I John 2:2. As our peace offering He has 
reconciled us “in the body of His flesh through death.” Col. 
1:22. As our meal offering, He took upon Himself “the form 
of a servant... and humbled Himself. . . and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross.” Phil. 2:7,8. And 
as our burnt offering, He offered Himself as a lamb without 
blemish and without spot, even before the foundation of the 
world. I Pet. 1:19,20. What a marvelous composite picture 
this presents to us of Christ, the central figure of God’s 
eternal plan of redemption! 

In Lev. 21, four times the Levitical offerings are referred 
to as the bread of God. They, not in a material sense, but 
in what they symbolize, satisfy Him. In other words, He 
desires, He yearns, that each one of us apprehend Christ in 
these five different aspects. He desires first our salvation. 
“He is not willing that any should perish.” Then He yearns 
that every saved person have victory in the Christian life. 
He hungers also for our fellowship, our service, our conse- 
cration. These offerings are as food to Him, so the Bible 
says. God urges us to advance unto such a closeness as this 
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with Him, by these five successive and progre 
in our own merit, but because Christ has gone on be 
make the way possible for us. We are accepted of 
cause we are in Christ, the Beloved. — 
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LESSON XII 
THE YEARLY ATONEMENT 


“Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus.” Rev. 22:20. 


Jesus Christ. We are ushered, as it were, into the very 

holiest of all. This is one of the most precious passages in 
God’s Holy Word. Christ in His sacrificial and High-Priestly 
work is nowhere else more clearly set forth in type. God 
here designates the order of ceremony on the great annual 
day of atonement. The central feature of the day’s events 
was to be the sin-offering for Israel. (v. 5). None but the 
high priest had a part in this. “All other Israelites stood with- 
out the tabernacle (v. 17). Before offering the sin offering 
for Israel, the high priest was to wash his flesh in water and 
put on white linen garments like those of the common priest- 
hood (v. 4); then he was to offer a bullock as a sin offering 
for himself and his house and sprinkle its blood upon the 
mercy-seat and before it seven times. (v. 14.) 

The sin offering for Israel was two goats, one to be slain 
(v. 15), and the other to be sent away into the wilderness 
(v. 21). The high priest was to take the blood of the slain 
goat within the vail, and sprinkle it upon the mercy-seat and 
before it seven times. (v. 15). He was to make atonement 
for the holy place and the tabernacle of the congregation. 
(v. 16). Then he was to make atonement for the brazen 
altar by sprinkling blood upon it seven times. (v. 18,19). 
‘And then (vy. 21) “Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the 
head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities 
of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in their 


67 


[ Lev. 16 we get another and even more intimate view of 
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sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send 
him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness (an 
uninhabited place).” After this, in (v. 23,24), Aaron was 
to put off his white linen garments and clothe himself in his 
glorious and beautiful garments (Ex. 28:2) before appearing 
again unto the people. This solemn ceremony was to be ac- 
companied, on the part of the people, (v. 29) by affliction of 
soul and rest from labor. 

And now, what teaching is there in all this Jewish ritual 
for us? There is in it a wealth of dispensational truth, a 
picture of Christ, of Israel, and of the Church in this age. 
Israel as a nation still stands outside the tabernacle, outside 
Christ. The great High Priest, Jesus Christ, clad like unto 
His brethren (Heb. 2:17), and with His own blood, has 
entered in once alone not into the holy places made with 
hands, but into heaven itself, having obtained eternal re- 
demption for us. Heb. 9:12,24. The “sprinkling seven times” 
in Leviticus 16 speaks of the perfection of Christ’s atoning 
work,—perfection first in satisfying all the just claims of 
God, and second, in fully forgiving all man’s guilt. But 
Christ, like Aaron, is coming back again, arrayed in His 
glorious garments. (vs. 23,24). At His coming, Israel who 
has rejected Him, will then recognize and accept Him who 
died for them. John 11:51. Now “blindness in part is hap- 
pened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in 
(Rom. 11:25,26) and then “all Israel shall be saved.” “God 
hath included them as a nation in unbelief, (v. 32), that He 
might have mercy upon all”; that is, that the gospel message 
might be extended unto all. But when Christ comes, all Israel 
shall turn to Him whom they have rejected. Even now, on 
every hand we see signs of His coming. The fig tree, which 
represents Israel, is putting forth its leaves. The summer for 
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the Jews is at hand. Matt. 24:32. And as Aaron laid both 


_ his hands on the head of the scapegoat, and confessed over 


him all the sins of Israel, and putting them upon the head 
of the goat, sent him away into an uninhabited place where 
there was no one to find them, so when Israel turns to Christ 
He will remove from them their transgressions. As far as 
the east is from the west, so far will He remove their trans- 
gression from them. Ps. 103:12. He will cast their sins into 
the depths of the sea. Mic. 7:19. He will blot out, as a 
thick cloud, their transgressions. Isa. 44:22. He will cast. 
all their sins behind His back. Isa. 38:17. He will remem- 
ber their sin no more. Jer. 31:34. Everyone of these 
promises is first to the Jew, and then through him to every 
person who will accept Christ as his offering for sin. And 
so we see that according to God’s Word, Rom. 11:30,81, “ye 
have now obtained mercy through their unbelief: even so 
have these also now not believed, that through your mercy 
they also may obtain mercy.” In Christ’s name then, I would 
lay upon you a burden for the souls of these people, dispersed 
by God and despised of men. They are still God’s chosen 
ones, for the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 
“As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: 
but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers’ 
sakes.” Rom. 11:28. May the love of Christ who died for 
them (John 11:51) constrain us to minister unto them in 
His name, that they may thereby come to know Him whom 
to know is life eternal. As a people, the Jews are now hard 
and stiff-necked, and they resist the Holy Ghost as their 
fathers did. Acts 7:51. But it will not always be so. Turn 
with me to the prophecy of Zechariah 12:10, and see God’s 
picture of them “in that day.” “I will pour upon the house 
of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit 
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of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon Me 
whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as 
one mourneth for His only son, and shall be in bitterness 
for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his first born. In 
that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem.” 
Now Zech. 13:1, “In that day there shall be a fountain 
opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem for sin and for uncleanness.” (This is the contrition 
and cleansing typified in the ceremonial of the great day of 
atonement.) And as there was to be a Sabbath of rest from 
labor on the day of atonement (Lev. 16:31), so in Zech. 
14:6-9 we read that “it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the light shall not be clear (in one place) and dark (in an- 
other): but it shall be one day (the long-expected Sabbath) 
which shall be known to the Lord, not day, nor night: but 
it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light. 
And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out 
from Jerusalem;. . . in summer and in winter shall it be. And 
the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall 
there be one Lord, and His name one.” 

Now turn to vs. 20,21, “In that day shall there be upon 
the bells of the horses, Holiness unto the Lord... and in that 
day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of 
the Lord of hosts.” 

What a great day it will be for the scattered nation Israel, 
when in true penitence they gather around the open fount 
of cleansing, and enter through Christ into the full results 
of the great and all-sufficient atonement! 

Israel as a nation is, as we have seen, now outside of 
Christ. However, the gospel message is extended to them. 
It is “the power of God unto salvation to every one that 


believeth; the Jew first, and also the Greek.” Rom. 1:16. 
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The vail has been rent, and now every child of God whether 
Jew or Gentile, has access by the same Spirit to the Father. 
Eph. 2:18. Many Jews are coming to see this and they are 
turning one by one to accept Christ as their Savior. 

Two things on the day of atonement in the Jewish ritual 
must impress every thoughtful Israelite. 

1. Aaron was an imperfect High Priest, needing a sin 
offering ‘for himself, and not being suffered to continue by 
reason of death. Heb. 7:23. 

2. The offerings were imperfect in that they had to be 
repeated year after year. 

They were imperfect, as any type of God’s Son must be. 
They merely foreshadowed a better covenant. In Heb. 10:1- 
12 God says, “The law having a shadow of good things to 
come, and not the very image of the things, can never with 
those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually 
make the comers thereunto perfect. For then would they not 
have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once 
purged should have had no more conscience for sins. But 
in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins 
every year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls 
and of goats should take away sins. . . Then said I (and this 
is Christ speaking through the inspired Psalmist), Lo, I come 
(in the volume of the book, that is, in the whole Bible, it is 
written of Me), I come to do thy will, O God. . . By the which 
will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest standeth (note 
that their work was always unfinished,—they stood), every 
priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the 
same sacrifices which can never take away sins: but this man 
(Jesus) after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, 


— 7 


72 The Tabernacle 


sat down (His sacrificial work was finished), He sat down 
on the right hand of God.” 

How perfect this new and living way is, isn’t it? And 
how plain in God’s Word the sign posts are that lead us to 
it, and guide us in it. Truly we are not under law but under 
grace. Christ hath taken away the first, that He might 
establish the second. Heb. 10:9. 

I once asked an aged Hebrew Christian if by observing the 
Levitical sacrifices one might not in this age be saved. With 
no hesitation he replied, “There is none other name given 
among men (except the name of Jesus Christ) whereby ye 
must be saved.” 

It is my prayer that some one, perhaps some one from 
God’s chosen people Israel, may through reading these pages 
believe on His name and be eternally saved. Can you not 
even now hear the voice of Jesus say, “I am the way; no 
man cometh unto the Father but by Me”? 

And what of us who do believe? What is our relation to 
Christ in this “day of atonement’? We are within the taber- 
nacle. We are in Christ. As sons of God we are also priests 
unto Him, being privileged to enter by faith into His very 
presence. May it be our constant joy to avail ourselves of 
this privilege—even to abide in His presence. 

And it is still better farther on. “Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God; and it doth not yet appear what we shall be 
but we know that when He shall appear, we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” What a glorious day 
for those who have not rejected Him! Until then we shall 
know only in part the joys that await us when we see Him. 
May God bless us as by our prayers and holy living we 
hasten His coming back again! 


